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1.

On 15 June 1953, the former State Secretariat for Food, Tobacco and Liquor

was ‘reorganized into the Minlstry of Food Industry with its headquarters
remaining on Ehrenbergstrasse, Berlin 0.17. The structure of the Ministry,
which 1s headed by Kurt Westphel, remained unchanged, except that Sachgkblete
became Hauptsachgebiete, Referate became Hauptreferate, and Hauptreferate
became Abteilungsn (departments). Hauptreferat Materialversorgung und Planung
{Material Procurement snd Planning) , which formerly belonged to the Maln
Administration No. IV, beceme a department on 10 July. .

In late June, the material supplies for heavy industry were scheduled to be cut
in favor of the food industry, The Material Procurement and Suppl¥y Department -
of the Food Ministry was notified,that beginning 20 July 1953, full delivery

of materiasls, especially cosl, could be expected. Source believed that the re-
building of the East German economy, with emphasis on the consumer goods industry,
could be achieved only graduslly, since 1t involved the changing of plans and

the redistribution of labor.

Source stated that an especially eritical situation existed at THZ Lebensmi"tte],
which was on the verge of strike on 17 June. Most of the workers at the breweries
and at the tobacco factories struck on 17 'June. In early July, the brewery

‘workers threltened to strike again. Their demands for increased wages were

met. e
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